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years, at the end of which he went to his father.
After that he generally remained by the side of
Humayun and had some experience of the hard-
ships and dangers of a king's life. It is said that
in his early life he was twice made a captive and
escaped death rather narrowly. These things,
however, did not daunt the spirit of the brave boy.
He became a fighter at the age of nine, and took
part in battles in India as well as elsewhere.
He was only thirteen when, on the death of his
father, he WES proclaimed emperor of India.
The boy king, however, had no easy time.
His rivals were too many and too powerful and ali
of them felt that the minor king would not prove
very formidable. He had, therefore, to face
trouble in India as well as in Kabul. A great
battle was fought at Panipat between a Hindu
rebel general and his aimy in which the victory
lay with Akbar, It is said that in the battle the
Hindu general was wounded and fell down from
his elephant He was then caught and brought
before Akbar. His tutor wanted Akbar to take
his life but be refused, saying, " He is as good as
dead," T&e tettfe of Paaipat decided the future
of Akbar, for it established his position securely
as tl>e emperor of India,
For about five yeais Akbar left the manage-
meat of the kingdom genenilly to his tutor. He
himself took pleasure only in hunting and shoot-
Though tcany attempts were made to in-